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TOMORROW'S HOUSES

If the wind were sufficient to produce that suction the snow would be un-
likely to remain. It would seem desirable to introduce a simplification by
deleting the words " or in conjunction." In the writer's opinion, it is
most desirable that the requirement of alternative point loads on roof
covering should be adopted in order to reduce the accidents which have
occurred in recent years with the lighter and more brittle coverings; in
addition it should be made clear that this requirement applies to the tops of
porches and, if there might be any doubt about it, also to the roofs of out-
buildings.

These requirements do not stipulate what stiffness a framework should
have, and it must not be overlooked that some lighter forms of cladding
will not be satisfactory if the framework is at all flexible. The framework
itself should be reasonably stiff so that relative movements, in windy
weather for example, will not produce noises or over-stress the attachments
of coverings where they participate in secondary stresses.

With linings using mortar or plaster joints, any flexibility of the framing
will combine with the normal shrinkage of these materials to create cracks.

The framework should be designed to be strong enough in itself; when
lined the combined rigidity should be sufficient to avoid subjecting the
cladding to forces which it cannot satisfactorily withstand.

As an alternative, which applies only in the case of dry constructions,
the cladding may be free to move slightly; this method although satisfac-
tory for steel sheets is not generally so satisfactory with other materials.

85. Light gauge framework being erected.

